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The following is a message from Sr. Mary Robertaveeng, a
Little Sister of Jesus, from Alexandria, Minnesotabout one of
her past ministry assignments and her order’s mimjsof
presence. Little Sister Roberta currently livesMontreal
Canada, where she ministers to other religious sistwho are
survivors of torture.

| belong to a community of contemplative sistersiolth
began in northern Algeria in the year 1939. Ty lvho
started our order, Magdeleine Hutin (from Francesw

inspired by the ex-military reconnaissance explorépachine,”

Charles de Foucauld who, after his conversion tasth
lived a contemplative life without walls

among the Tuareg nomads of Algeria. He
was convinced that there were ways other
than the traditional way of missionaries to
bring the gospel to those who had never
heard of Jesus. He firmly believed that by
living the Gospel, he could proclaim

Christ's message of universal love and
redemption. He often used the phrase, “Cry
the Gospel with your life,” to explain his

particular lifestyle. Even though he died
alone with his cherished ideal, there are now
many people all over the world — laypersons
and religious — who follow this way of

sharing the Good News.
worked i
| joined our order in 1967 and lived for a

while in Chicago, working on the south side in shiing
tackle and bait store. Our community of threeessst
(sometimes four) lived on the west side. Each imgras

| took the bus to work past the Mexican shops ofi 1800k who's coming with me

| i f th i . L . .
was reminded of the opening prayers a1;slvla] mention this incident because it illustrates hova small
Wy, we try to be present to others. One wayyohdy to

Street,
during my youth when the liturgy began, “I will go the
altar of @D.” For me, the shops and the other buses a

“We believe that a truly contemplative life can be lived in
the midst of the ordinary life of people around the world,
simply sharing their day to day life, living conditions,work
and dreams—as Jesus did at Nazareth.”
A quote from the Little Sisters of Jesus

For more information, visit their website:
www.rc.net/org/littlesisters

Little Sister Roberta with a co-
worker at the bait shop where she

cars that we passed — as
well as the counter at
work where | sold the
bait and tackle — became
my “altar.”

On one occasion when |
was putting line on a reel
with the “line-winder
the young
man to whom the reel belonged overheard another
customer saying that he and his wife
were going fishing. Rather wistfully, my
client said, “I wish | could get my wife

to go fishing with me.” Not knowing
what to say to show some concern, |
whispered a silent prayer: “Come Holy
Spirit.” Then | asked him when he had
last gone someplace or done something
with his wife, even though he would
have preferred not to do so. He assured
me that he had, and even cited an event.
| suggested that he remind his wife of
that event and that he invite her, once
again, to go fishing with him.

Little Sister Roberta with friends

That afternoon, when there were fewer
customers, | looked up and recognized
the young man who had been there earlier in thenimgr
Surprised, | said to him, “But, didn't you go fislgi this
morning?” He proudly said to me, “I'm going nowanAd

1”

n Chicago

imitate Jesus is by bringing people together, ceragn at
a time, being peacemakers wherever we happen to be.

That evening during prayer together in our chapel,
thanked ®bp for the abiding power of the Holy Spirit. All
of us can bring about unity in a divided world whea
unite our lives with Jesus who prayed, “Father, ey
be as one, as You and | are One.”
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St. Ann’s Catholic School in collected will be given to mission.
Wadena, Minnesota is celebrating th

theme of “World Missions” “It was interesting,” said teachers
throughout this school year. from St. Ann’s. “For students from

Wadena, where there isn't much
As a way of keeping this theme cultural diversity, it was a great
visual to the school at all times, ¢ opportunity to expand their
large map has been posted in tt understanding of the richness in
hallway, with string showing places Gop's world.”

that they've connected with througt

) . : Students (K Mercedes, Jarrett & Zacy'Mission i ' '

learning, praying or visiting this year. udents (Karen, Mercedes, Jarrett aC)‘M|SS|on_ is about relationships and
. show their school map and mission answerin our call to lobal

So far string connects places fror activities so far this year g 9

Wadena to St. Cloud to Guatemala. ing i ommunity,” said Kateri Mancini,
to sing it. Students also shared,, qinator of Mission Education for

On November 28th students and sta f2vorite things about life "in w0 g cloud Mission Office. “It's
made a mini-mission journey in orde Minnesota V.V'th our Kenyan ghout being truly catholic, learning
to add another connection to thei brother and sisters—like snow. who we are by meeting and learning
map. They traveled to the Missior pfier finding Kenya on a map, asabout others, and growing closer to
Office in St. Cloud, where they hac,ye|| as other countries they’veChriSt by recognizing him in others.
the chance to see pictures Cpeen learning about this year, thaVe're so happy St. Ann’s is doing
missioners from our Diocese antgi,dents were asked what thdhis: they're truly a model of mission
articles from many different people in all those countries haveeducation for our diocese.”
icni'!:ljlnrqzﬁts Ir::;:\t,j,gégg a rzt%z;c:rl]‘ in common. *We're all children After a great day of meeting, learning
’ . of Gob,” was the response of 0N€, sharing, the students and staff of
broom from Kenya, jewelry from El pright young man. Recognizingan snharing,
Salvador, and a “chief's stick’ from and  fiving-out this fact is St. Ann's School had a new

: prec!sely .th? rea;]son for tg'SHoma Bay that they could share
But the most important part of thejiYéars mission theme at St pep they returned to Wadena. And

journey was an experience of Kenye Ann’s. our friends from Homa Bay have yet
Students spent the morning with, addition to sharing in the life another great experience of the
missioners from our partner dioces uf gther people through speaker$€0ple of Minnesota that they can
of Homa Bay: Fr. Gregory Ombok 5.4 learning, the students ancghare when they return home to
and Sisters Alice Nyangasi antgiaff of St. Ann's School are alsoKénya.  People of two different
Beatrice Mogoka. Together with entering into mission through thedioceses, countries, and hemispheres
them, the students of St. Ann’s sharing of prayer, material anghave been brought together in faith.
learned about life in Homa Bay, financial gifts. During the past And through that coming together,
including joining in @ common song geveral months members of botfehrist has been found anew, and St.
and dance of the church in Kenyéine school and parish have beeNN's Mission Map has found a new
and learning a few words in Swahil collecting items often needed byconnection to celebrate.

the Mission Office for our partner
connections around the world,
including school supplies, baby
layettes and personal hygiene
items. Students have also been
saving their own money to send a
soccer ball and tuition money to
children in Guatemala. Each day
at morning prayer, the students
are able to make a donation and

Fr. Gregory Ombok, from Homa Bay, shares light a Vo.tlve C_anc_“e for a special Sr. Alice and Sr. Beatrice share a song and
a picture from his life back home in Kenya Prayer —intention; the money dance with the students



talents and resources to supporting the mission eff@sl spirit of the Church. Their efforts are a gift tithe
global Church, so we would like to highlight the work these women. This month we honor and thank S
Muyres of Brennyville, Minnesota.

There are about 200 mission groups in the St. Cloud €&ise, made up of faithful women who give their tir]Je,

* fia
Sofia Muyres of Brennyville has been supportingthers. “I never ask for it,” she said. “It's fumazing
mission for the last 20 years. She began orgapizinow things work out.”

St. Elizabeth’s Mission Circle March 5, 1987 by _ | o
collecting bandages and other things needed feffia’s sundresses are brought to the Mission @ff_lﬁ
mission at that time. Since then members of t§@d are then sent to our mission partners in varipu
mission group have passed away or become |&$8as around the world. They're a huge hit! Ok

active for other reasons. But Sofia has continu¥gU note that the Mission Office received expresged
strong with her support. that the dresses were so well received for théie li

girls, that mothers began asking for them for tligle
In about 2000, Alicia Hammer, an employee of theoys too. Mission Office staff shared Sofia's de=s
Mission Shop, called Sofia with a request. Someoaead the beautiful response to them with other miss

had donated yardage of fabric with
sundress patterns printed on it, and the
Mission Office was in need of someone
to sew the dresses. “The first time | made
about seventeen,” said Sofia, “and | just
fell in love with the thing! | can’t stop
making them.”

Since then, Sofia has made about 500
dresses. Because she enjoys the project
so much, she set a goal for herself of 100
dresses per year, and has done just that
the past three years or so. She also

Sofia shares one of her

groups throughout the diocese, and
before long donations were coming
with these dresses, as well as new litjle
shorts and t-shirts for boys, thanks fo
Sofia’s great start!

Just a few months ago Sofia broughpt
another delivery of sundresses to the
Mission Office. Her gifts and he
unyielding willingness to share of h
time and talents, is an amazing gift to dll
of our partners in mission and
inspiration to our staff at the Missio

figures she has spent less than $100 tofg| cmade sundresses with £rOffice. May we all be as generous afd
on all these dresses, thanks to gifts fromhscal from Homa Bay, Kenya€nergetic as Sofial

On Friday, October 5th of this past fall, studeatsd
teachers all over the dioceses joined in the catar of

parishes—in fact, we were short over 1300 Worlddidis
Rosaries.

Holy Childhood Day through a special global prayer.
They joined others throughout the state, country an»S YOU can see, we have a great need for moreeskth

world in praying the WORLD MISSION ROSARY.

This is a special rosary that has five differenkor® of
beads (red, green, yellow, blue and white), onercfar
each decade, representing five different regionowf
world (the Americas, Africa, Asia, Oceana and Eejop

By praying this rosary children throughout the wonlere
joining together in prayer for our entire worldt was a
beautiful celebration of unity!

These unique rosaries were provided for severabuof

special World Mission
Rosaries. Please consider
making these rather than, or in
addition to, regular solid-
colored rosaries. They are such
a great gift for our schools and
our mission partners, and the
perfect symbol of global
solidarity.

For more information on how
to make or receive these unique

Catholic schools by generous mission group memivers rosaries. contact the Mission

the St. Cloud Diocese and Archdiocese of St. Paul)

Minneapolis.
rosaries to fill all the requests we had from sdt@nd

The World Mission Rosary
has different colors for each
decade, representing the
regions of our world

ffice at 320-251-1100, or visit

mission
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Father José Gregorio Bracamonte Saint Cloud Diocese with many things:
is & priest from our partner diocese teaching how to pray the rosary; contributing a th

of Maracay, Venezuela. He has
been living and serving as a
missioner to our diocese since

Hispanic Minister for the Diocese
of St. Cloud. We are so blessed to
have him among us! The
following is his reflection on the
ministry he does here.

My job with the Hispanic
community is really rewarding

Padre José Gregorio
Bracamonte

Mission Office; working with the Franciscan Sisters
visiting and praying with people; celebrating Mass
2005. Currently, he is serving as the farm; and speaking/preaching in the name of the
LorD and the Catholic Church.

| visit Hispanic families every week in many diféet
places: Big Lake, Cold Spring, Paynesville, Richohon
St. Marty, Brooten, Bel Clare Acres, Waite Park, St
Cloud, Melrose, Long Prairie, Pelican Rapids, and
many other places that need sacramental assistance.

and good. In my culture, from | glso promote and assist
the tropical Hispanic area of Venezuela, thereiti® | wjth the “Why Catholic?”

difference from Central America and Mexico. Th%roup in Spanish (¢ Por

English language is very difficult to understan
compared to the Spanish language.

The people of @D | work with here have big hearts andg

ué Catolico?). I
celebrate Masses every
unday at St. Joseph’s
arish in Waite Park and

really value solidarity. They help with everybosly’ St. Michael's Parish in St

needs.

Cloud. Also, once every

| visited a
farmer’'s place
this summer. At
that time |
helped migrants
in the fields the the
first and second
week of May. |

also help the

%&%

The partnership between the Diocese of Maracaye¥agla and St.
Cloud, Minnesota began over 40 years ago. Singetime it has
grown and evolved, allowing hundreds of people flaoth dioceses
to enter into mission, life and love with one amssth

Now you can hear the story of this unique partriprsiThanks to
Jim McAlister of Tell-A-Vision Productions in StoSeph, MN and
several dedicated members of our diocese, a D\Mibvs available
for loan or purchase (of a $5.00 donation) from Mission Office.
It includes information on:
History
Messages from Missioners
Message from Bishop Kinney

Relationship-building
Sister Parishes
And morel!

Contact the Mission Office at 320-251-1100 to vigwur copy. See
for yourself what the fuss is all about, and whyy&ars is not long
enough for this great partnership!

month | do a Hispanic
Mass at the parish in
Melrose.

I'm very happy in St.
Cloud and thankful for all
kindness
understanding of people
in the community.

and

Fr. José celebrating a baptism at
St. Joseph Parish, Waite Park

(Oyw

A dear friend of Mission,

Sr. Aggie Soenneker, OSF,
passed away suddenly in
December. Sr. Aggie was
a long-term missioner in
Venezuela, an on-going short-term
missioner to Nicaragua, a member of the
Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls, a nurse,|a
healing minister and co-founder of Clare’s
Well in Annandale, an active member of $.
Ignatius Church in Annandale, a member pf
the St. Cloud Mission Office board o
directors, and most importantly a dear frier|d
and witness of Christian discipleship to gl
she met. She will bgreatly missed!
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It's getting to be that time of year again. With @arly Lent
this year, we are already finding ourselves thigkabout the
themes of prayer, fasting and alms-giving. Mangividuals,
families and parish communities will begin talkiagout what
they might do this Lenten season to draw closeChast and
truly be prepared for the joyous resurrection of barRD. We
at the Mission Office invite you to consider thiditde more
broadly this Lent. Let us not only look at hove can draw
closer to Christ, but how we might helpTHERSdraw closer
to Christ and experience the resurrection.

A great way to do this is through two collectiohsitt happen
each year during Lent;: The CRS Collection and QparaRice

Bowl funds. The CRS Collection (formerly callec tBishops’

Oversees Collection) is taken up each year arobadfdurth

Sunday of Lent (this year falling on March 2nd—May@ur

calendars now!). Funds from this collection go d@odv
ministries of five Catholic Church organizations:atfolic

Relief Services (CRS), Catholic Legal ImmigratiortiNork,

Inc. (CLINIC), Migration and Refugee Services, Sci
Development and World Peace, and The Holy Fatieekef

Fund.

Operation Rice Bowl funds are collected in homesughout
Lent. These funds go to programs that address faud
hunger-related needs, both locally (25%) and glgl{@b%).

Our faith calls us to evangelization and discipipeshy

Director of the Mission

Office, Rosanne Fischer,
was recently married to her
high-school sweetheart and
long-time friend, Mark

Trainor. They were joined
in this Sacramental union on
September 1st at St. John's.

Congratulations and blessings to you on your
marriage and life together!

feed one’s soul when their body is hungry or to
proclaim the justice of @D's Reign when one
experiences extreme injustice here on earth. We ar
called to recognize the needs of others througbout
world, and to address those needs in order to free
them from all that separates them from having a
deeper relationship with @b.

So this Lent, consider helping others draw closer t
Christ by contributing generously to these collets
which address those struggles and separationsrin ou
world. Let us offer a resurrection experience to o

recognizing two arms of the church—pastoral anBrothers and sisters throughout the world, and trul

developmental. These two go hand-in-hand. ltificdlt to

rejoice together on Easter.
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